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1.0 Introduction1.1 The Start Strong AssessmentThe Start Strong Assessment was initially created in response to the disruption in education dueto the COVID-19 pandemic. It was expressly designed to inform instruction by providingeducators—as well as parents and guardians—with an early indication of the level of supportstudents may need as they enter a new school year. Results of the Start Strong Assessment mayreveal conceptual or skill gaps in student understanding of the New Jersey Student LearningStandards (NJSLS) that can be addressed moving forward. Because the items on the Start StrongAssessment are not secure, teachers have access to the items and to individual studentresponses to each item. Teachers are strongly encouraged to view this information on theStudent Performance Item Level Report.The Start Strong Assessment: provides initial information about the levels of support that students may need upontheir return to school. should be used in concert with other indicators of student knowledge, skills, andabilities to evaluate performance. differs in design and function from the New Jersey Student Learning Assessment(NJSLA). is not intended to predict student performance on future summative assessments.The Start Strong Assessment’s primary purpose is to provide instructional information toclassroom teachers and to school and/or district leaders about students’ needs for additionalsupport upon returning to school in the fall of 2021. The Start Strong Assessment is not asummative assessment of student learning following a period of instruction. It is a much shortertest and does not cover the full breadth and depth of the NJSLS; nor does it include all of thesame item types as the statewide summative assessment, the New Jersey Student LearningAssessment (NJSLA). The Start Strong Assessment produces classroom-level information as astandards-based complement to the resources used locally to evaluate the needs of students.In particular, the Student List on the Results by Question Report allows teachers to see groupperformance on each standard. The information provided by this assessment is a snapshot of astudent’s understanding and should only be used with other supporting evidence (assignments,homework, etc.) when drawing conclusions about a student’s overall academic performance.The Start Strong Assessment is intended to be administered primarily online using TestNav ,the same test delivery platform used for the NJSLA. It is available in English and Spanish (mathand science only) as well as in Text-to-Speech (TTS), American Sign Language, and AssistiveTechnology versions. Hard copies of the test are available in regular print, large print, andbraille for any student requiring a paper-based test form. Student responses from paper testsmust be transcribed into TestNav to be scored and reported. Students are given up to60 minutes to complete each Start Strong Assessment, and results are typically available thesame day, beginning on the second day of the testing window. Participation in the fall 20214
Start Strong Assessment is mandatory for students in Grades 4 through 8 and in certain highschool (HS) courses, as indicated in Table 1.1.1.1 Test DesignBecause the Start Strong Assessment is to be administered at the beginning of the new schoolyear, it is aligned to specific learning standards from the previous grade level or high schoolcourse. For example, the Grade 5 ELA Start Strong Assessment is aligned to a subset of theNJSLS for Grade 4 ELA. Further, the Start Strong Assessment is constructed from items thatpreviously appeared on the New Jersey Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA). These itemsmay have been publicly released. For example, previously used items and passages on theGrade 4 NJSLA-ELA were used to create the Grade 5 ELA Start Strong Assessment. Table 1illustrates these alignments.Content AreaELAMathScienceTable 1: Grade and Content AlignmentGrade/Course inSchool YearContent of the Assessment2021 – 2022Grade 4Grade 3Grade 5Grade 4Grade 6Grade 5Grade 7Grade 6Grade 8Grade 7Grade 9Grade 8Grade 10Grade 9Grade 4Grade 3Grade 5Grade 4Grade 6Grade 5Grade 7Grade 6Grade 8Grade 7Algebra 1Grade 8 (see Section 1.1.2.a)GeometryGrade 8 (see Section 1.1.2.a)Algebra 2Algebra 1Grade 6Grades 3–5Grade 9Grades 6–8Grade 12Grades 9–11The Start Strong Assessment is neither a replica of nor a replacement for the NJSLA. In order toprovide rapid feedback to schools, and because it is based only on a subset of the studentlearning standards, the Start Strong Assessment only includes machine-scored selectedresponse and technology-enhanced items. All of the ELA items are two-part, evidence-based,selected-response items. This type of item typically combines a traditional multiple choice itemin the first part with a multiple choice or multi-select item in the second part. The studentprovides evidence in the second part to support their answer to the first part. For math and5
science, the items include multiple choice, multi-select, and technology-enhanced items. Withmultiple choice items, students are asked to select a single correct response from four (4)possible answer choices (A, B, C, or D). With multi-select items, students are asked to selectmultiple correct responses (usually 2 or 3, depending on the grade level) from a list of possibleanswer choices (usually 5 to 7, depending on the grade level). The technology-enhanced itemsare alternative interaction items that are not open-ended. Because previously developed itemswere used to create the Start Strong forms, there may be examples of types of test questionsthat are no longer developed for the NJSLA but were deemed appropriate for the Start StrongAssessment. These items may already be familiar to teachers.The Start Strong Assessment test blueprints, shown in Appendix A, provide specific informationabout the content and structure of the tests. Released items, as well as alignment documents,answer keys, and scoring rules, are available at the New Jersey Department of Education DigitalItem Library, nj.digitalitemlibrary.com.1.1.2.a Special Information for Start Strong English Language Arts AssessmentThe NJSLA-ELA assesses writing as well as reading, but since the Start Strong Assessment ismachine-scored, only reading is assessed. Therefore, reporting concepts for the Start StrongAssessment in ELA include only Reading Information and Reading Literature. Each form containsone literature passage and one informational passage to support the reporting concepts. Foreach passage, students will read the passage and answer the related items.The Start Strong Assessment may have variations of evidence-based selected response itemsthat have multi-select in the first part and multiple choice in the second part.1.1.2.b Special Information for High School Start Strong Mathematics AssessmentStudents beginning Algebra I, Geometry, and/or Algebra II in the 2021–2022 school year mayhave taken different mathematics courses depending on their individual course pathways. TheStart Strong Assessments for Algebra I and Geometry are based on the Grade 8 learningstandards and, therefore, measure some of the same concepts. The Start Strong Assessment forAlgebra 1 contains more items from the Grade 8 learning standards relevant to algebraicconcepts, and the Start Strong Assessment for Geometry contains more items from the Grade 8learning standards relevant to geometry concepts. The Start Strong Assessment for Algebra II isbased on the Algebra I learning standards.1.1.2.c Special Information for Start Strong Science AssessmentThe NJSLA-Science is a summative test designed to be administered at the end of Grades 5, 8,and 11. Since the Start Strong Science Assessment is intended to be administered at thebeginning of the school year, it is administered to students in grades 6, 9, and 12. The NJSLAScience encompasses standards taught over several years; therefore, the Start Strong ScienceAssessment does as well. For example, the Start Strong Science Assessment in Grade 6 coversmaterial taught in Grades 3 through 5. However, since the Start Strong Science Assessment is ashorter test than the NJSLA-S, with a distinctly different purpose, it covers only a subset of theassociated learning.6
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1.2 Confidentiality of Reporting ResultsWhile districts must report local data (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.3), individual student performance resultson the Start Strong Assessment are confidential and may be released only in accordance with anumber of federal laws as presently amended: the 1946 Richard B. Russell National SchoolLunch Program Act, the 1974 Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), and the 1975Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. More specifically, in the reporting of groupassessment information, data must be suppressed when it would otherwise be possible to inferthe performance of individual students.To protect the anonymity of individual students, it is common practice to suppress results if agroup comprises fewer than ten students and to suppress totals when it is possible to calculateback to the results of one or two students. Precautions are also taken when it is possible toinfer individual information because all the students in a particular group fall into a supportlevel that has negative connotations associated with it. NJDOE recommends replacing numbersin reports with asterisks to safeguard confidentiality. Any data suppression measures should beaccompanied by an explanatory statement regarding the protection of student confidentiality.For more information on access to public records, see the Citizens Guide to the Open PublicRecords Act at nj.gov/grc/public/citizens/.1.3 Purpose and Use of this Score Interpretation GuideThis Score Interpretation Guide provides important information about the properinterpretation and meaningful use of results from the fall 2021 administration of the StartStrong Assessment. It contains information on the content and suggested use of the variousscore reports produced for the Start Strong Assessment. There is also a separate Quick StartScore Interpretation Guide written for teachers which explains how they can access the scorereports.The remainder of the Score Interpretation Guide is organized as follows:2.0 General Information for Users. This section provides information relevant to usersof all Start Strong Assessment reports, including preliminary instructions for navigatingthe PearsonAccessnext (PAN) reporting system; definitions of terms used on the reports;and frequently asked questions.3.0 Student-Level Reports. These reports include the OnDemand Student Report, theStudent Performance Item Level Report, and the Individual Student Report. The OnDemand Student Report shows the total score and suggested supportlevel in a particular content area for an individual student, in addition to the rawscore on each reporting concept in that content area.The Student Performance Item Level Report allows teachers to drill down andreview individual student responses to each item.The Individual Student Report shows the suggested support level for anindividual student, plus raw scores overall and on each reporting concept.7
4.0 Classroom-, School-, and District-Level Reports. These reports include the SupportLevel Report (the Support Level Report Guide will be posted separately) and the Results byQuestion Report. The Support Level Report shows the average overall scores and the distributionof suggested support levels for schools, districts, or selected groups of students.The Results by Question Report allows teachers to view and compare studentperformance by learning standard.Note that the sample reports included in this guide are for illustration purposes only. They areprovided to show the basic layout of the reports and as a basis for explaining the informationthey provide. Sample reports do not include actual data from any test administration.1.4 Score Report Release TimelineThe first available report is the OnDemand Student Report. This report becomes available theday after the testing window opens and remains available throughout and after the testingwindow. After students test, their results will be available in near real-time.The Student Performance Item Level Report and Results by Question Report become availableabout two weeks into the testing window. At first, the reports will only include students whohave tested thus far, and as additional students test, their results will be reflected in thesereports within 24 hours. These reports remain available throughout the testing window andafterwards for some time.The Individual Student Reports will be available in PAN sometime after the testing windowcloses. Following that, hard copies will be shipped to districts and ISRs will be posted to the NJParent Portal. Video ISRs will be available in the NJ Parent Portal at a later date.8
2.0 General Information for Users2.1 Navigating PearsonAccessnextAll Start Strong Assessment reports are made available to designated users via thePearsonAccessnext online assessment management system. To log in, follow these steps:1. Go to the PearsonAccessnext portal for New Jersey at nj.pearsonaccessnext.com/.2. Click on the Sign In button and enter your username and password.3. Select the appropriate test administration year from the administration drop-downmenu at the top of the screen (New Jersey Start Strong Start Strong 2021–2022).System requirements for PAN, including supported browsers, can be seen at PearsonAccessnextOnline Support, m Requirements.Once in the system, users will have report access corresponding to their assigned roles. Rolesare created with abilities that generally align to the organization level and title of the user (e.g.,District Test Coordinator, School Test Coordinator, etc.). A user account usually only needs onerole but can be assigned multiple base roles if required. For example, a school principal may beassigned both the School Test Coordinator and Report Access roles. The roles for the StartStrong Assessment have access to the following reports:Table 2: Roles and Report AccessType ofReportDistrict TestCoordinatorSchool TestCoordinatorOnDemandStudentReportsHas accessN/AStudentPerformanceItem portsHas accessHas accessHas accessN/AHas accessHas accessResults byQuestionReportsHas accessHas accessHas access only toresults for reportinggroups that theysuperviseHas access only toresults for reportinggroups that theysuperviseN/AHas accessNon-SensitivePublishedReports RoleN/AHas accessN/AHas accessN/AHas access only toresults for reportinggroups that theysuperviseHas access only toresults for reportinggroups that theysuperviseHas accessN/AHas accessN/ATest AdministratorReportAccess Role9
A full description of the roles and their associated abilities can be found in the User Role Matrixat PearsonAccessnext, https://pearsonaccessnext.com/, under Support Documentation.In order to provide Test Administrators with access to reports for certain students whom theysupervise, a reporting group must be created for the students, and the Test Administrator mustbe assigned to it. Instructions may be found at PearsonAccessnext Online up/Reporting Groups.2.2 Report TerminologyThis section provides an overview of terms and concepts common across Start StrongAssessment reports described in this guide.2.2.1 Raw ScoreThe statewide summative assessment, NJSLA, reports scale scores as a measure of a student’sperformance. NJSLA scale scores permit legitimate and meaningful comparisons of studentresults on the same test over multiple administrations by statistically adjusting for slightdifferences in test difficulty. As noted, however, the Start Strong Assessment is not asummative test; rather, it is a classroom assessment designed to inform instruction by gaugingstudents’ current understanding of learning standards that should have been previously taught.As such, a student’s performance on the Start Strong Assessment is reported as a raw score,that is, the total number of points that student earned on the assessment. The raw scoreprovides some insight into a student’s performance in a given content area in comparison tothe total number of points possible on the assessment. Unlike scale scores, precise comparisonsof students’ raw scores—across time, grade, and/or content area—are neither legitimate normeaningful. Furthermore, converting the raw score to a percentage correct for the purpose ofassigning a grade is not appropriate. Instead, in keeping with the goal of the Start StrongAssessment as a tool for informing instruction, raw scores align to one of three suggested levelsof support, as described in the next section.2.2.2 Support LevelStudents are categorized into one of three suggested support levels, each of which is defined bya range of possible raw scores on the Start Strong Assessment. The goal of these classificationsis to provide some guidance regarding the amount of support that may be needed as studentsreturn to school. The three support levels for the Start Strong Assessment are:Level 1: Strong Support May Be NeededLevel 2: Some Support May Be NeededLevel 3: Less Support May Be NeededThe support levels on the Start Strong Assessment are directly derived from the NJSLAperformance levels. However, because there are only three Start Strong Assessment supportclassifications, as compared to four or five NJSLA performance levels, there is not a one-to-onemapping. Instead, some of the Start Strong Assessment support levels correspond to twoadjacent NJSLA performance levels, as shown in Table 3.10
Table 3. Start Strong Support Levels and NJSLA Performance LevelsStart StrongNJSLA-ELANJSLA-MathNJSLA-ScienceSupport LevelsPerformance LevelPerformance LevelPerformance Level Did Not Yet Meet Did Not Yet Meet Below ProficientStrong SupportExpectationsExpectationsMay Be Needed Partially Met Partially MetExpectationsExpectationsSome Support Approached Approached Near ProficiencyMay Be NeededExpectationsExpectations Met expectations Met Expectations ProficientLess Support Exceeded Exceeded Advanced ProficiencyMay Be NeededexpectationsExpectationsIt should be noted that the Start Strong Assessment was not designed to predict future studentperformance on the NJSLA, nor was it designed to estimate what score a student would havegotten if they had taken the NJSLA in spring 2021. The Start Strong Assessment was developedin response to the disruption in education caused by the pandemic and was designedspecifically to inform instruction going forward. Thus, all students are described as possiblyneeding support regardless of how well they perform on the Start Strong Assessment. Studentsfor whom Less Support May Be Needed may or may not require additionalacademic/instructional support in the tested content area, while students for whom StrongSupport May Be Needed will likely benefit from considerable academic/instructional support inthe tested content area.Further caution should be used in interpreting the labels for these support levels, as theknowledge, skills, and abilities associated with each are not interpretable across subject areasand/or grade levels. In other words, the classification of a student as needing “Some Support”in ELA grade 6 would have a different meaning than a student needing “Some Support” ineither ELA grade 5 or Science grade 6. Please refer to the Start Strong Level Descriptors inAppendix B for detailed descriptions of the types of knowledge, skills, and abilities associatedwith each support level at a given grade/subject area.2.2.3 Reporting ConceptsRelated items are grouped into Reporting Concepts to provide more information related to astudent's understanding of a concept. The OnDemand Student Report and Individual StudentReport show raw scores on reporting concepts, e.g., Functions or Life Science. The Results byQuestion Report and the Student Performance Item Level Report display the reportingconcept(s) that each item belongs to, as well as the specific standard(s). The reporting conceptsare described in Appendix C – Start Strong Reporting Concepts.ELA: The Start Strong Assessment for ELA supports two reporting concepts: Reading Literatureand Reading Information. The items aligned to the Reading Literature and Reading Informationreporting concepts ask students to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key ideas and11
details, craft and structure, integration of knowledge and ideas, or use of language. Each itemwill align to reading standard 1 (RL.1 or RI.1) and at least one additional standard.Mathematics: Most items align to a single learning standard and reporting concept. Exceptionsinclude items on the Algebra I and Geometry tests that belong to 8.EE.C.Int.1 and items on theAlgebra II test that belong to F-IF.A.Int.1. These items are aligned to more than one standardfrom the designated reporting concept. The standards that belong to each reporting concept inmath are indicated in the blueprints in Appendix A – Test Blueprints.Science: Each science item in the Start Strong Assessment aligns to one Disciplinary Core Idea(DCI) and one Science and Engineering Practice (SEP) in the reporting concepts. The SEPs aregrouped creating three of the reporting concepts. A complete list of the components of thereporting concepts can be found in Appendix C – Start Strong Reporting Concepts.2.2.4 Scoring RulesThe Start Strong Assessment includes some items that have multiple parts; consequently,understanding item-level scores may not be straightforward. The Student Performance ItemLevel Report and the Results by Question Report indicate the scores for individual items withgreen and black icons, shown in Figures 1 and 2.12
Figure 1. Results by Question Report ExampleFigure 2. Item score legendThe scoring rules and maximum number of points dictate if a student’s response is correct,partially correct, or incorrect.For ELA, all items have two parts and are worth two points. Both parts of the item must be fullycorrect for a student to earn two points. The student will get one point if only the first part isfully correct, or if the first part is multi-select and is partially correct. The student will receive nopoints if the first part is incorrect.For mathematics and science, individual items are worth either one or two points. In math, allone-point items have only one part. However, in science, one-point items can have either onepart or two parts. If an item is worth one point, all parts of that item must be correct for astudent to earn the point. Partially correct responses do not apply to one-point items. For twopoint items, each part is scored separately, and if a student earns one point out of two, thereport will show an icon for a partially correct response.2.2.5 Valid ScoresAll students who were registered for Start Strong will receive an ISR. However, only studentswith valid scores are included in the other reports. Students without valid scores are those whodid not respond to any items (including those who never logged in) and students whose testswere voided.13
3.0 Student-Level ReportsThere are three student-level reports produced for the Start Strong Assessment, all three ofwhich are available via PearsonAccessnext at nj.pearsonaccessnext.com:1. OnDemand Student Reports2. Student Performance Item Level Reports3. Individual Student Reports (ISRs)The reports are listed in the order that they become available, as described in Section 1.4. Ifyou wish to keep copies of the OnDemand Student Reports and Student Performance ItemLevel Reports, please save PDFs before they are taken offline. The Individual Student Reportswill remain available in PAN. The following sections cover each of these student-level reports insome detail.3.1 OnDemand Student Reports3.1.1 Accessing the OnDemand Student ReportsBy default, access to OnDemand Student Reports is limited to users assigned to the District TestCoordinator (DTC) or Report Access role. That being said, DTCs and School Test Coordinators(STCs) with the Report Access role may assign the Report Access role to other users. In addition,all users with the Report Access role may assign Test Administrators (TAs) to reporting groups,enabling those TAs to view results for students in that reporting group. It is highlyrecommended that reporting groups be set up for teachers to allow them access to only theirstudents’ results. More information about creating and assigning individuals to reportinggroups can be found by visiting the PAN Online Support site eporting-groups.To access the OnDemand Student Report, follow these steps:1. Log in to PAN and navigate to the Start Strong 2021–2022 home page.2. From the drop-down menu under Reports, select OnDemand Reports.3. To locate a particular student’s report, use the Find Students search box on the upper leftside of the screen to search by student name or statewide student identifier. You can alsouse the filters provided in the left side bar to select groups of students by Organization,Reporting Group, Test Name, Subject Name, Grade, Support Level and/or Test Date(s). If nostudents appear, make sure the filters do not conflict with each other. For example,selecting a high school in the Organization Name field and “Grade 4 Mathematics” in theTest field will not display any results if no one in the high school has taken that test.4. There are two means of accessing student reports from here. You can click on the blueinformation icon ( ) next to the student’s Statewide Student Identifier. Alternatively, youcan click on the Print button above any list of students to create either a PDF of the list itselfor a PDF containing all the OnDemand Student Reports for the students listed. The PDF maybe saved to your computer. Users may al
Grade 4 NJSLA-ELA were used to create the Grade 5 ELA Start Strong Assessment. Table 1 illustrates these alignments. Table 1: Grade and Content Alignment . Content Area Grade/Course in School Year 2021 – 2022 Content of the Assessment ELA Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8
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A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO FILING A CIVIL LAWSUIT . IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT . FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS . Rev. Ed. October 26, 2017 ACKNOWLEDGMENT . This Guide was prepared and revised in cooperation with the . San Antonio Chapter of the Federal Bar Association .
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Attorney General Balderas Announces Lawsuit to Halt Holtec Nuclear .

Attorney General Balderas Announces Lawsuit to Halt Holtec Nuclear Storage Facility . Santa Fe, NM---Today, Attorney General Hector Balderas announced that the State of New Mexico filed suit against the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission ("NRC" or "the Commission") and the United States seeking to stop them from indefinitely storing
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Ł -- I - Utah State Bar

Lawsuit Claims and/or created a duty on the part of the insurer to defend the Claims at its expense. Specifically, throughout 2008 and 2009 (when the Philips Lawsuit Claims were asserted in Philips' initial and amended complaints), BCT was the named insured under both a
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Updates:Legal Updates: Anatomy of a Lawsuit - Lehigh University

! jurisdiction:Personal jurisdiction:! a lawsuit! a mayspecific court, the defendant is the ty that may jurisdiction! r py, ersonal j residency, injuring tort) 2/18/2009 12. Jurisdiction! . Microsoft PowerPoint - t [Compatibility Mode] .
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